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Major Scientific Interests of  the Group 
Our laboratory is interested in genetics and genomics of human autoimmune rheumatic diseases such 
as ANCA-associated vasculitis, systemic lupus erythematosus, rheumatoid arthritis and systemic 
sclerosis. We are taking both genome-wide and candidate gene approaches to find genomic variations 
associated with development of the rheumatic diseases, as well as those associated with their serious 
clinical manifestations such as interstitial lung disease. These studies will eventually lead to 
understanding the pathogenesis of the intractable diseases, identification of molecular targets and 
biomarkers. 
 
Projects for Regular Students in Doctoral or Master’s Programs 

1) Identification of genomic variations associated with autoimmune rheumatic diseases 
2) Biologic and bioinformatic analyses of the variations associated with autoimmune rheumatic 

diseases 
 

Study Programs for Short Stay Students (one week – one trimester) 
Genome database (tutorial), SNP typing (laboratory). 
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