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Chronic Dicerl deficiency promotes atrophic and
neovascular outer retinal pathologies in mice
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Degeneration of the retinal pigmented epithelium (RPE) and aberrant blood vessel growth in
the eye are advanced-stage processes in blinding diseases such as age-related macular
degeneration (AMD). Loss of the DICER1, an essential factor in micro-RNA biogenesis, is
implicated in RPE atrophy. Moreover, two independent hypomorphic mouse strains, as well as
a separate model of postnatal RPE-specific DICER1 ablation, all presented with spontaneous
RPE degeneration and choroidal and retinal neovascularization.
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