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Major Scientific Interests of the Group  

We aim to understand fundamental biological systems of value-based decision making. Our ultimate 
goal is to understand how human make a choice in an environment. For this purpose, we used model 
animal macaque monkeys who is trained to behave very similar to humans. In addition, these 
knowledge help to understand the mental illness, which though to be disfunction of these value-
based decision making system, such as depression. 
 

Projects for Regular Students in Doctoral or Master’s Programs  

1) Developing primate model for human cognitive function, and neural mechanisms for economic 
decision makings are examined.  

2) Examination of neural circuitry underlying economic decision makings. 

3) Examining how the motivation and willingness to act are emerged in the brain. 
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