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The Infectious Diseases Workshop has been held in Ho Chi Minh City, southern Vietnam, since 2017, with
additional activities offered before and after the event, including symposiums, lab experiences, medical
facility tours, and fieldwork. This year, we participated in a symposium organized in collaboration with
VNUK, University in Da Nang City, central Vietnam. As part of the workshop, we collected bacterial samples
from various environments in the city and surrounding areas, such as Hoi An, for testing. Ten Vietnamese

students and young researchers also joined the workshop and collaborated on the research. Additionally, a

short course on ethics and safety in biotechnology was introduced for the first time.
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On the first day, we attended in a symposium organized by VNUK,

Da Nang University. The speakers, including alumni of University of

Tsukuba, were researchers in biomedicine and health science. From

the University of Tsukuba, a faculty member and graduate students
also presented their research. While students from diverse backgrounds may have found some topics
challenging to understand, the experience provided all our students with the opportunity to engage in a serious

and active international scientific meeting.

THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES
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On the second day, the participants explored the city and its surroundings, collecting specimens from
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interesting sites. We also visited the World Heritage Site of Hoi An Ancient Town, about an hour drive south
of Da Nang, guided by Ms VW, an alumni of Tsukuba University. Hoi An has historic ties with Japan through
international trade which flourished until Japan adopted its national isolation policy during the Edo period
(17th century). During this time, Japanese immigrants settled in Hoi An, introducing aspects of Japanese
culture to the city. We enjoyed the nostalgic atmosphere, with its famous lanterns, origami paper, Ise udon
noodles, and more. Students collected specimens from water environments and roadsides in both Da Nang
and Hoi An.
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Four students from universities in Ho Chi Minh City (HCMC), along with eight staff members and four
teaching assistants (TAS) from the Biotechnology Center, participated in the workshop. The workshop
featured presentations by four University of Tsukuba graduate students on their research projects, a
communication game led by Prof. Thomas, laboratory experiments, discussions, and lectures on antimicrobial
resistance (AMR) issues. Additionally, lectures on research ethics and genetic modification guidelines were
provided, which many staff members from the Biotechnology Center also attended. Participants were divided

into five groups to carry out a series of experiments, discussions, and presentations.
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“Basic introduction to ethics in research” by Thomas Mayers
“Biosafety essentials for handling pathogens” by Kazuya Morikawa

"Current status of biotechnological research and biosafety assessment in Vietnam" by Quynh Thi Nguyen
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A lecture course on ethics and safety in biotechnology was held immediately after the Infection Workshop. Dr.
Quynh Thi Nguyen, a long-time collaborator with our university who retired last year, is an expert in

biosafety and provided insights into the current situation in Vietnam, including genetically modified products.

This lecture offered a valuable opportunity to reflect on the broader impact of human activities on the

evolution and diversity of organisms, extending beyond just the issue of antimicrobial resistance (AMR).
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A group photo of all the participants and staff from the Biotechnology Center taken at the closing of the event.
In the front row, from the right, are Dr. Nguyen Thi Le Thu, Dr. Quynh Thi Nguyen (second from the right),

and Dr. Le Quang Luan (third from the right). Thank you for your cooperation. It was a successful workshop

thanks to everyone’s collaboration. I hope the students will continue to grow from the experiences gained here.

To all involved, we truly appreciate your support.
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