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Abstract

Transcription factors control mammalian cell identity but how they do so
i1s not fully understood. Here I will discuss how pluripotency
transcription factors, particularly NANOG regulate naive pluripotent
cell identity and entry of cells into the germline. I will focus on target
genes and partner proteins required for NANOG function. I will also
discuss how the sequence of the intrinsically disordered region of
NANOG, referred to as the tryptophan repeat (WR) confers viscoelastic
properties on NANOG. This will illustrate the residues required within
the WR for function and for interaction with partner proteins.
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